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NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 2. 

Proclamation 8325—World AIDS 
Day, 2008 
November 26, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As Americans, we believe in the inherent 

dignity and value of every man, woman, and 
child. On World AIDS Day, we recommit 
ourselves to the global challenge of com-
bating the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and to 
showing our compassion for those affected 
here at home and around the world. 

The fight against HIV/AIDS is a noble and 
necessary battle. As part of this fight, in 2003 
my Administration launched the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). 
Through this program, the United States has 
partnered with other countries, local commu-
nities, and faith-based organizations around 
the world to support HIV/AIDS treatment, 
care, and prevention activities. In July 2008, 
we worked with the Congress to reauthorize 
this important program for another 5 years. 

PEPFAR is the largest international com-
mitment in history by any nation to combat 
a single disease, and so far the results are 
promising. PEPFAR has supported care for 
millions of people around the world. We have 
also made great strides in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS through PEPFAR’s commitment 
to evidence-based prevention interventions, 
including the ABC approach: abstinence, be 
faithful, and correct and consistent condom 
use. PEPFAR is spreading hope around the 
world by saving lives and showing the good 
heart of our Nation. 

To advance our domestic battle against 
HIV/AIDS, we must continue to research 
and develop new methods of treatment and 
prevention. In 2006, the Congress reauthor-
ized the Ryan White CARE Act. This legisla-
tion also focuses on life-saving and life-ex-
tending services, increased accountability for 
funding, and supports HIV testing to prevent 
the further spread of this disease. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 

the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 
2008, as World AIDS Day. On this day and 
throughout the year, the red ribbon is a sym-
bol that helps raise awareness of the impor-
tance of fighting against HIV/AIDS. Again 
this year, the White House will display the 
red ribbon from the North Portico to rep-
resent America’s commitment to this strug-
gle. I urge the Governors of the States and 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, officials 
of the other territories subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States, and the American 
people to join me in appropriate activities 
to remember those who have lost their lives 
to AIDS and provide support and comfort 
to those living with this disease. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 1, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 2. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 26, 2008 

Good morning. This week, Americans 
gather with loved ones to celebrate Thanks-
giving. This holiday season is a time of fellow-
ship and peace. And it is a time to give thanks 
for our many blessings. 

During this holiday season, we give thanks 
for generations of Americans who overcame 
hardships to create and sustain a free nation. 
When the Pilgrims celebrated their first 
Thanksgiving nearly four centuries ago, they 
had already suffered through a harsh and bit-
ter winter. But they were willing to endure 
that adversity to live in a land where they 
could worship the Almighty without persecu-
tion. When President Abraham Lincoln pro-
claimed Thanksgiving a national holiday in 
1863, the United States was in the midst of 
a terrible civil war. But in that hour of trial 
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he gave thanks, because he believed America 
would weather the storm and emerge into 
a new era of liberty. 

During this holiday season, we give thanks 
for those who defend our freedom. America’s 
men and women in uniform deserve our 
highest respect, and so do the families who 
love and support them. Lately, I have been 
asked what I will miss about the Presidency. 
And my answer is that I will miss being the 
Commander in Chief of these brave warriors. 
In this special time of year, when many of 
them are serving in distant lands, they are 
in the thoughts and prayers of all Americans. 

During this holiday season, we give thanks 
for the kindness of citizens throughout our 
Nation. It is a testament to the goodness of 
our people that on Thanksgiving millions of 
Americans reach out to those who have little. 
The true spirit of the holidays can be seen 
in the generous volunteers who bring com-
fort to the poor and the sick and the elderly. 
These men and women are selfless members 
of our Nation’s armies of compassion, and 
they make our country a better place, one 
heart and one soul at a time. 

Finally, I have a special note of thanks to 
the American people. On this my last 
Thanksgiving as your President, I am thank-
ful for the good will, kind words, and heart-
felt prayers that so many of you have offered 
me during the past 8 years. I have been 
blessed to represent such decent, brave, and 
caring people. For that I will always be grate-
ful, and I will always be honored. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
November 26 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 
29. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 26. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Approval of a 
Strategic Framework Agreement and 
a Status of Forces Agreement in Iraq 
November 27, 2008 

Earlier today, in another sign of progress, 
Iraq’s Council of Representatives approved 
two agreements with the United States, a 

strategic framework agreement and a secu-
rity agreement, often called a status of forces 
agreement or SOFA. The strategic frame-
work agreement sets the foundation for a 
long-term bilateral relationship between our 
two countries, and the security agreement 
addresses our presence, activities, and with-
drawal from Iraq. Today’s vote affirms the 
growth of Iraq’s democracy and increasing 
ability to secure itself. We look forward to 
a swift approval by Iraq’s Presidency Council. 

Two years ago, this day seemed unlikely, 
but the success of the surge and the courage 
of the Iraqi people set the conditions for 
these two agreements to be negotiated and 
approved by the Iraqi Parliament. The im-
proved conditions on the ground and the Par-
liamentary approval of these two agreements 
serve as a testament to the Iraqi, coalition, 
and American men and women, both military 
and civilian, who paved the way for this day. 

As the two agreements move to Iraq’s 
Presidency Council for final approval, we 
congratulate the members of the Council of 
Representatives for coming together to ap-
prove these historic agreements that will 
serve the shared and enduring interests of 
both our countries and the region. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in 
Mumbai, India 

November 28, 2008 

Laura and I are deeply saddened that at 
least two Americans were killed and others 
injured in Wednesday’s horrific attack in 
Mumbai. We also mourn the great loss of 
life suffered by so many people from several 
other countries, and we have the wounded 
in our thoughts and prayers. 

My administration has been working with 
the Indian Government and the international 
community as Indian authorities work to en-
sure the safety of those still under threat. We 
will continue to cooperate against these ex-
tremists who offer nothing but violence and 
hopelessness. 
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